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INTRODUCTION

The Vikramorvadiya of  Kalidisa with the
commentary Prakasikia was first  published by the
Nirpaya Nigara Press, Bombay, in the year 1888,
and has been reprinted soveral times since. The
text with  the commentary Kumiragirirdjiyd was
published in 1929 by Prof. Carudeva Sastri of
Labore. The Kogeévari (fommentary without the
text was published by Prof. H. D. Velankar in
the Annals of the Bhandarakar Oriontal Research

Institate, Poona, in the year 1958,

We felt that it would greatly help the reader if
the text with all the three commentaries were
printed in one volume.

The Prakidikd and the Kone§vari follow the
longer recension of the toxt while the Kuméragiri-
rajiya follows the shorter one. We have adopted
the longer recension as indicated by the Prakasika
and as found in the Nirpaya Sigara Press Edition,
making only a fow corrcctions in the Prakrta
passages,

The date of the Konedvari is not known. Of
the two remaining commontaries, though the
Kumaragiririjlya is older, we have given the first
placo to Prakasikd because it is availablo for the
whole of the text. The Xogesévarl, which also



(viii)

follows almost the same version of the text as the
Prakiasika, but which is not available for the entire
text has been printed next and the Kumdiragiri-
rajiya last.

To make the reader acquainted with the variant
readings adopted in the critical edition of the text
published by the Sahitya Akadomi, we have given
them in the footnotes, omitting unimportant ones,

The text and the relevant portions of the
commentaries have been printed on one and the
same page, or on the page facing it. Rarely has
the reader to turn a page to refer to the commeoentary
pertaining to any portion of the toxt.

We are thankful to Prof. H. D. Velankar who
procured for us a copy of the text with the Kumai.
ragirirdjiya and lent us an off-print of the Kopedvari,

s
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